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8/15/25 - 11:00 am – 12:30pm

1. Welcome 
SC Participants
2. Guidelines for BOS Meetings

3. Adopt July Steering Committee Meeting Minutes – approved by consensus

4. Announcements
· SC Names & Bios are on BOS website!  CT BOS Steering Committee Members
· Please send your bio if you have not already!	Adding these to the website was requested during the BOS Strategic Planning Process. Thanks for the submissions!
· Is your bio missing? Use this link to submit: Google doc link for SC bios
· Debrief post-SC mtg
· Anyone who has questions or comments about Steering Committee business can stay on at the end of the monthly zoom meeting.
· As always, questions/comments can also be sent CTBOSCoC@gmail.com or call a team member any time!
· Trevor Project Resource for LGBTQ+ young people
· Trevor Project is a national organization focused on crisis intervention for LGBTQ+ young people and suicide prevention.
· The organization provides immediate crisis support and connections to a crisis counselor are available 24/7, 365 days a year.  Connections can be made via text, chat, or phone.
· The Trevor Project is 100% confidential and free.  Sadly, 988 has removed specialized LGBTQ+ services 
· Trevor Project Link
· New 211 Hours
· There are new 211 Homelessness & Housing Line Hours which are Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. This change is effective August 18, 2025.
· 211 Basic Needs Support Line continues to operate 24/7/365 and provides information & referrals (food pantries, diaper banks, support groups and workforce training programs & more). 
· 2025 Point-in-Time (PIT) Count of Persons Experiencing Homelessness Report is available: Link to 2025 PIT Report
· Jim Bombaci, Nutmeg to present at next Steering Committee meeting
· The 2026 PIT Count date is 1/27/26.

5. CT Department of Education Presentation 
· Louis Tallerita, CT State Department of Education, presented on the McKinney Vento Act.  Link to Presentation

6. Federal Updates 
· Senate Budget Bill
· Homeless Assistance Grants (HAG), which include CoC funds, received $4.051 billion in FY25.  The FY26 Senate Housing & Urban Development (HUD) Appropriations Bill proposes $4.530 billion.  It also rejects the proposal to consolidate Homeless Assistance Grant (HAG) program into an expanded ESG program and rejects the proposal to turn rental assistance into state block grants. 
· The funding increases are likely not adequate to fund all existing tenant-based rental assistance (Housing Choice Vouchers, EHV, & others).
· The bill funds HOPWA at $529 million, an increase from FY25.
· It provides HOME and fair housing programs with level funding from last year. 
· It does NOT include any policy change imposing a 2-year limit on receiving HUD rental or homeless assistance.
· It does not include additional funding to cover cost of continuing EHV.  Steve DiLella, DOH noted that they are working with PHAs around the state to ensure that no one is leaving the EHV program to homelessness.  He noted that DOH will run out of EHV funding in 2026.
· Executive Order (EO) on Ending Crime and Disorder on America’s Streets
· Executive Order seeks to: commit individuals on the streets who are a risk to themselves or others and re-direct/prioritize funding to: enforce prohibitions on open illicit drug use, stop urban camping, loitering & squatting, track location of sex offenders, and move unsheltered persons “causing disorder” into treatment.
· The EO does not require states, localities or other organizations to take action unless federal agencies issue guidance or amend grants.
· For more information see Manatt’s Overview: Executive Order to Combat Street Homelessness Calls for Expanding Involuntary Treatment and Institutionalization
· Department of Justice Order on Immigration Status
· Department of Justice (DOJ) Order Effective 8/15/25, discontinues exemptions for certain CoC program types.  Connecticut’s Attorney General  joined a multi-state lawsuit to block restrictions.  We are awaiting additional legal guidance and will share information as soon as it is available.
· Nonprofits are NOT required to verify immigration status – this has not changed.  Best practice is to collect only minimum participant information that is absolutely needed.
· CoC Contract New Terms - Assistance from Manatt 
· Manatt will provide guidance on CoC new contract terms & related EOs.  They will cover the following topics: verification of immigration status for new applicants & existing clients, documenting gender in HMIS, agency forms, etc., risk analysis of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion programs, and compliance with Anti-discrimination Laws.
· Manatt will convene a Q&A with providers.
· Please send any questions or comments to: ctboscoc@gmail.com
· Federal Judge in Rhode Island Blocks New HUD & HHS Grant Terms
· RI Coalition Against Domestic Violence v. Kennedy was able to obtain a Temporary Restraining Order halting new restrictions targeting diversity, equity, inclusion, and transgender rights.  Plaintiffs include organizations in RI, CA, CO, DC, WI, ID, IA, KS, MT, NC, OR, PA, MN, VA.  For more information:  ACLU RI
· Renewing Opportunity in the American Dream (ROAD) to Housing Act of 2025
· This bi-partisan housing package addresses the housing shortage by encouraging the development of affordable and accessible housing.  It seeks to reduce administration burdens, including only issuing the HUD NOFO every other year!  It seeks to: streamline inspection and income verification processes; encourage collaboration between agencies, systems and organizations serving persons experiencing homelessness; research retention and low pay among Homeless Service providers; and make recommendations for appropriate funding levels.
· Act passed the Senate Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs and is headed to the Senate floor.

7. CLIP Updates 
· Updates on Program Development
· Co-Chairs and CCEH have been meeting to make adjustments to enhance the CLIP program and increase its focus on supporting the eight BOS CoC Community Representatives (CRs).
· Goals are to focus CLIP efforts on: recruiting, developing and supporting the CR’s to participate in Steering Committee meetings and other BOS CoC activities; supporting CRs to participate in CCEH and other partner agency advocacy work and supporting the professional development of the CRs through skill-building, training, employment supports and other related activities.
· Current CR Selection Process for the Steering Committee
· CRs submit a written application and are elected by the other Steering Committee members solely based on the application. 
· Proposed Governance Charter Change: (Vote next meeting)
· Annually and as needed, the CLIP program will recruit and vet people to serve as CRs for the BOS Steering Committee.  The CLIP program will present a slate of Community Representatives for acceptance by the SC. 
· Next Steps: CCEH will hold focus groups and discussions with current CRs to get input on the new CLIP program design.  Katherine Whitney will lead CLIP for CCEH and Stephanie Lazarus will continue on as CLIP Fellow.  The new slate of CRs will start in January 2026.
8. Break Out Groups 
· Introduce yourself, your role, and how long you have been attending Steering Committee meetings
· Discussion for today: 
· What do you think of the proposed process for selecting CRs?
· Feedback from breakouts was positive regarding the proposed new process of selecting Community Reps.
· It was suggested that veterans should be engaged to be part of CLIP/CRs.
· It was noted that there should be a cross sector of persons living with disabilities represented in CLIP/CR.
· Based on your experience, what supports would be helpful for engaging and supporting persons with lived experience to participate in the BOS SC?  
· It was noted that it is helpful to send text reminders about upcoming meetings. 

9. Data Strategy Board (DSB) Updates
· First subcommittees are starting to meet.  Subcommittee meetings are open to the public, contact DSB chairs or Jackie to join. 
· The HMIS data collection changes in effect for 10/1/25 are the retirement of both gender and sexual orientation. They will start collecting "sex" with options of Male, Female, Client Doesn't Know, Client Refused, and Data Not Collected. 

10. Partner Announcements & Other Business 

11. Steering Committee Meeting Schedule
· September 19, 2025; 11-12:30
· October 17, 2025; 11-12:30
· November 21, 2025; 11-12:30
· December 19, 2025; 11-12:30
· January 16, 2026; 11-12:30
· February 20, 2026; 11-12:30
· March 30, 2026; 11-12:30
· April 17, 2026; 11-12:30
· May 15, 2026; 11-12:30
· June 12, 2026; 11-12:30
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